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. Ly previous FAPLA title "Pantesy Times" was ajxpropricgted by
Jamas V. Taurasi for we on his news publication so I had to get a
Aew ftitle, Iy mimcograph mchine, given me as a prosant by James
Kcpner and el Brown developod to bo tne propcrty of John B, ilichel
who wantcd it back hut was emcnable to & cesh oficr. George R. ox
and £, Langicy Socrics lookad the mchine ovur end the lattcr dcoided
to tcke it for usc on "Fontosy Comrentctor” (o commendrble motive)
«nd I hi.ve Fforgotton whit bsefme of iichcl in thc process but I rg-
sumc thit Ifry 3¢ rlos mrde somc sort of suitable arrongement. The
crux of th: mattcribeing that I couldn't publish oven with o titlc
now héving no mimcograph. Iy bypcwritor koys worc too worn to type
good stomcils, Thors is no question of my compctcnec in regard to
CXcusc8e Thorcforc I tonlkzd (for politsnizss scke) r. Oshoroff into
typing the sténcils cnd inducca (fn cven politcr tcrm) lir. Tourcsi
into. mimcogrsphing thom rnd 1 deeided upon o publication rsguiring

mimimum of cffort, rn indox, yct hiving & utility veluc to thoso
Who didn't ovm thom, .to thoso who couldn't moko up their minds whctheor
to buy them, cnd to ¢ollcctors wno wontod to check on duplication @nd
the s™me who didn't went to yenk out thc wikolc volume 0 shock on w
titlcecasThc contribution of lr. Gordnor is published &s & public
cherity t2 heolp thit worthy rcgicstor nis proper WARA crcdits, God
blcss you alis ' ! : :
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THZ GRAND OLD MaSTHE

by :
Taonmes S. Gardner, “ae. De -

The growth of science fiction as & literature has develboped
scores of new writers. Tae m&jority of the namss in the rgster of
science riction writers heve only one or two stories to their crodit.
Sometimes a writ-r cetenhes on end he becomes & professional. During
the Dast ten 7earsuk new kind of writer has developed. He is ¢ tech-
nlcally trained -men, or ¢t least with & firm roundetion of scieaice,
end he writes es & gideline to his reguler profgssion. Juch wrlbers
g John W Ge NchlL, Jre, RODETrt a. Helnloln, Iscec i&Simovy H. Do

arith, ?h. Dy ae De.VED Vogt, etc., 16 nemes to eonjure with in tas
lelc oi scimec fiction. Howcvcr onc should not Iorgut that theore
cre meny Jrofcossionsgl writers who meke tancir living by writing seicncg
fiction. Such femoys namcs as Lendo Bindor, Honry “Ruttner end Rey
Cumnings <re only thrce of the remérkenls Deodle who 1&ve contrivutcd
to our lluurutur“. of all the Jrofcssionsl writcrs in the ficld of
fanEuSJ end scicnec,fiction nonc heve beon criticizcd &s.much, both

T0&né con, &s Ray Cummlnvs, The Grand 01ld lastirs

& greet meny. fens rcercd upon en cxclusive dict ofe 4STOUNDING
or ALLZING STORITS will immc diatcly heve strokcs whon Cunning'!s nemc:
is montion:d s The Grand 0ld iestor.  How:ver, tiicy should not for-
gt tac gqualitics thet go to mekc up such & titlc., Omt is thce abil--
ity to witrstond the raveges of timo. Cumm1ngs ncs boen griting for
over LTwenty~-iive ya rse His bottor nowvels crc collg ctors’s 1t.ms,
and wacn rijdyintsd still soll welle & discussion of scvercl will

olicw Lo tire - & sceond quelity of writing is wacthcr or not © picec
oi VOVL Zoucels to @ fow poodlc or mimy Dconlc. Por oxémpls, tho -
best worV 8 CmmeRs s P atlksl o ithe 1EcL kigant Lfns, . but it ols6
GG ﬁlg to tac gonorael publice Tais wos oscorteincd by tolking with
pooplc wno worc not £ims who hod reod Cummings® novils, £nd most im-
porvoent of ©ll, trying out somc¢ of Cummings! novels on poaplc not
indoetrincte ¢ with scitncce-Tictione Tarce scts were soluctcds. Onc
wo.s the bocst novils of Cummings, ¢ sccond, thce poorcst storics, dnd
tho taird ¢ mixbure of both. Ta: brst novels wer: ©ll Drodscé, tho

2onr storics worc.nover finished dud to thcir S.MINISS, (nd the mixcd
3Pl o8 Tflscd o howl on the poor mabcpdidl, and thcy sked meo if T nod
N 160 f tih. good stulff. That is thc best tost once crm mnki.

“1 1mp '.lt poiat in ~ny writcr ie pp ol s & aw p-buing in
nf s ek r:ru_fsﬁ Tor <Avq31\,’CummingS’do g 1ot writ: [ bout supornacn,
or supor-duy.r Liro:s who vwith on. hind tnd & riy gun lick viiolc con-
n,rgﬂ_tc of ta. foce In re 1 1ifc thet docs not hi.ppen very ofton,
cne vacn it do .8 tacre is uswilly no surviving acro 48 g Diin bornc
out mrny tim:s in fthc p.st two World Wrrs., Cummings’ -niross. Crc
simdlc, orGim ry piopl: likce you #nd moc. Thcy muddlc through, moke
mich. ke cnd survive by ¢ scrics of Fortuitious circumstincs just
WG doo_xConsh wntly thcy mirror ourscves. His storics 1lodd in the
SEGLTD PR, < AR <1LJ Soturdry Zvening 2ost tyoc of storice wita common-
Plie=ca d;"r'ctbLUQ To Fins rcircd on mutcnts, supd r-mon, cte., thly
“ro trm: stuff; bub thoy should not bc ridd with thwt vicwpoint. They
cae intinscly num.n cnd numn in cetions Tac womon «.rc Scldom LBk-Z-
ons, but iik. fhc girl you mrrry, ¢ littlc dumb ot.fimgs), brillicnt
.t othars, «nd (li-in-.1l m king th: stme l1ittl: succisscs cnd ois-
tokos bt w11l women A0, = groct dool of obscorvitiopasl: psychology
is foumd in 711 the stori-s. For cxmplec, Jetta of st Lowlinds,

e e

AT 5 AR LN *,bounulng), ig . sbtory of o glrl Tusn¢n5 ioxr 11“* but
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living in the hinterlends oi thse world en whet haggeped tg Df}ng I}fe
to her., It is toe story of countless thousends of girls in the Unfu—
ed stetes, Cenadz end ~ustralie, eand every thinly settled coupt?y;ln
the world. It is humen &nd .intense in its apecl to normal living | -
laid in 2 futurs aege. The weskness of 2 future Hitler, Terrano the
Congnerox, end his struggle for Dower beinhg slowly overcome by Fhe‘_
numen ¢ualitiss e despised is strongly deplcteds Some rate this.zs
Cummings!.greatedt story, but in my humble ozinion his trilogy of mat-
ter, speee end timey nemely, "Tae Girl in the Golden itom™ {ecomplstc),
"The Tirc. Rlenct”, and "The ien Who lMastercd Time!" ers nis outstending
storics. .- If ticsc books werc publishcd inonc volumc they would wn-
doubtcdly-scll wecll.' The Dcoplc in these sterics have an @pheal that
ling . rs ¢itiy most tstori.s @rc forgottens -"The Shadow Girl', '"The
Jxilc of Timc", 2nd "The Brigends of tho:Hoon™ erc throc morc storics
thit Will be r ncidired boeeus s they treet of efwenturc, romeénee gnd
Lifc with a criticel «<yca . Thc scgucl to "Thc: Brigands of th: Moon"
"Wendl, fthe Invedcr”, is not quitt &g good €s thn. first nmovcl. "Thc

Licn cn ths Licteor™, ‘end "iround thc Univirsc™ heve somc cxerllaont

writing in thom. Onoc could go on and on, bub 1:t us m-ntion only thc
Mudhy Siriise "Thz Tubby strics before 1986 rc cleviv, oftor that

TR ST A e IR L E el S0y

Fow one shiould ' mention 2 failing in-thé writing'of Cummings.:s In
1215 thare wes & custom to spegk’ in glowinf, massive phre ses thet bore
us todey., Tor eiteamdle, it was usuelly tne custom- to interject phrases
such 5. "gresn littleworldl"™ "Brave ledl" "Cburzgeous mother and
cuilgt® in the body oilperagraphs, and &t fregusnt intervelss Cum-
mings develsped that-g8tyle -gnd never gotiover it, It burns masny fens
Upe . Hew.ver, his hest novels have s minihuph ofwthiis teg end his
noorcst Jot=boilerd lrews it in zobsl It is intlrcstind toiobscrve
thet Cumuiiiys wes? not’ elways consistinbe s for cxamplc in "The Firc
Plen. t" Lo stzpt @ out on. tyoe of dynestic ralc end civiliizetion on
licreury, out in thr.c letcr novels, "Tem2; the Princ ss of i rcury",
cteo, en Ulbircly diffcrcnt dynesty is d.niet.d elthough th: wingod-
cirl tyo. wes ¥ tain.d. ) : = % e

Cummings is.given crcdit for cr.eting thc slze-chinging formuls.
Uniorcuncetcly: i work:d it to dcocths Scorss of stori’s and novils
us ~ it; and, outsidc of thc first, "Th:. Girl frotm th. Geldcn atom",
erd Duraenstnn: or dwo othirs thcy bocom:. vory borisomie '

also ho is unebl, to pictur: & full-scgl: culturc, but only s-g-
mints of 4t. Cummipss cénnot fight & wer dut dnly skirmighes, &nd
«¥.0 in hig lerg-gh bettlos cennot handl: his moh end ships in lergce
guantitiug, = Fon smamdlc th: scop: of the “resant wer is ntircly
ovteid  of'his-gbility to dc¢seribe. - Thus on his world-cenvéss- s ap -
sintod pictur;ﬁ;qila“ffw mn in bri’f bettl: with onc.or. & very fow
bettl-s d.Musminfng, 6 Werse It is reth. r emusing in »-gerd to his con-
¢t of weesonc. For txamplc, sevegos with ston' ¥niwves otteck ond
cgyturs & wodcrn frsgnel, eénd immedictely begin to msSc modern, com-
LR S T E Y T e e s

: L BEBDL L T ; :

His warshids wWith-réys are ¢lso untrue to rceélity. Pime after
timc ob4lodi gb-nec. of two or throe milecsy repid faye zuns ocut loosc
cnd the inviders WEIng roy beems olweys coteh the sholl in“full flight
‘nd distroy it. Fow & gucll tekils ehout two scconds to trivel two
miles. and not -oviy: four scéonds, yot ths inveders gad tht 'flesh of
tiic swil, mavring ;'nzfrow rey, bucking the incrticy of-m thter in getting
Ehc weavar into ‘Cotion, cnd cctuslly piek the sholl wp in Flightl
Try this som:-timis vToke & Tive ecll flegalisght, 'opd hsve s friond
barem tonnis bollg ot you £t night from ¢ bout twenty-fiva yirds owoy.
5o 1f you stn ottoi ittt wlow moying bill in the boom. Moot of the
fimc you F.il Yo cven touch it. Reis’e Phe. vilbeity. to throc or Five

B
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thousind fc:t < s.cond, Znd inegine it cgeing Mow TR «xXplosives <re
suaicrior to Cunminge® riys in most ccscs, but he hag them losc ncerly
Ll the timc. ¥T2int bruv, lre Summings.

/rlt ‘rs ‘come £nd writers £0, but Cummings hes such & smooth style
wnenever He really tries thet it is 2 shame he does not try more of-
ten,. IL I were Cummings I would never write anothér size-chenging
story, nor-one &hout winged giris, but would concemtréte udon stories
of the grsat cities of tae naxt century: with their intriguss, and
resalize the factors of OCxolooy chenging. ¢conomics, and his wonder-
full insigit dinto 81m31b De0Dle To turn out Wellsien seges of tonmor-
rom-for us today, ney would bo gdod sellers and pzkcifer more roncy

., than tac poor f&—ﬂuSu tuc t hes come.out @snovellettes .nd short

¢« gborics within the last ton yeers., Therc.2rc. many'boraurllnc storics
such-as "&£ Now Found wWorld", "The Se& Glrl" < %6., wWnich &rs wcxry in-
‘bLLuStlné if not ”’ad too ClOSL toguthar, bom:' .2y, somc smart Sub-
Lisher will swt out about twinty novels of Cummings end mekc himsclf
soml, moncy. The bettcor storl_s will bo agpr”olctwd morc as timc gocs
Oll, = :

Now you young.r frns, b g, orrow, or go to th< Bublic library

end r.ad tho™: st novils of Cummrnﬂs, and forgct thac snorts you hLaves
c@d in Plent, .fe.. Reed the Fou Hublishod in the Stridt end amith
sstounding, & "“w in thc old srgosy. Ta-n you will g:t & better en-
;“r01°‘1on of-thz Grand 01ad Last-f. His neme, will Yive ‘28 long &8s
steen Civilizetion liv:os,.

FANOUS GHOST STORIZS b :
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